MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 
















THE 


cHassachusetts 




















No.9.) FEBRUARY, 1805. —[Vol. I. 
BIOGRAPHY. | 
ae ; 
EXTRACTS FROM Mega Deer S DIARY. : 


T 


publication. 


Some of bis Reiacll refpediing his Diveitony:: ae Frame of Mind, 
and outward Carriage on Week Days. 


Wednefday. _ In the ‘morning of but a poor 
frame. At call O, of what a fweet frame of foul. Like 
raim bemoaning myfelf ; humbly confefling and bewailing 


Pe O&. 4, 


Nov. Vol. IT. 


‘ 


Ms 


HE paffages out of his Diary, which were given as a | 

{pecimen in the Sermon, were fo pleafing to the hearers, ‘ 
that many have defired mere of them might be inferted in the 
I have therefore given myfelf the plea/ure, rather 
than the pains, to tran(cribe thefe which follow. I muft ac- 
knowledge they have been affecting to myfelf in the reading and 
writing of them; and I cannot but hope they will be profitable 
to others, to help them to diftinguifh between the vital power 
of religion, and the dead image ef it, which many are apt to 
take up with ; and to learn them, after the fame example, more 
frequently to retire into their hearts, and to refleét upon their 
lives; ‘which would be a good means to make ws‘all holier and 
better than we are. 
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4 30 Extracts from Mr. Abbot’s Diary. 


ing of the glorious God to 
pardon all my fins. A lovely pofture! O Lord, grant that I 
may alway be of fuch aframe ; that I may alway have a broken 
and contrite fpirit, which thou, © Lord, wilt not defpife. 

30, Monday. In the morning I hope hearty. At noen, I 
poured out my foul to the Lord, and feemed fomething refrefh- 
ed. Ateven, 1 hope fincere, though not affectionate. 

Nov. 3, Friday. In the morning but little life. O Lord, 
quicken me for Chrift’s fake ! | 

1728. Nov. 18, Monday. Of a fweet frame of foul in the 
time of fecret and private Bahice, And in the intervals of duty 
my thoughts were fweetly employed in meditation on God, 
and in ing fomething {piritual out of the various objects 
my eyes beheld. 

1729. July 30. Wednefday. iearty I hope in prayer in the 
Morning and at noon. But I have been and am very barren in 
divine meditation ; fo that when I go to meditate, I often break 
off abruptly, and pie nothing to pafs. The Lord pardon 
me, and help me to delight to enlarge in my meditations on 
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him, and on things “anger 7 will. 
1730. Feb. 9. uch indifpofed to daties, 
and dull in them. AF ble me herefor, ind pardon 


me through Chrift, and le ftrength be made perfec i in my 
weaknefs. Keep me Fort fj Fy eng and, O, make me 
fervent in fpirit, ferving the ‘Lord! And, O! gracioufly keep 
me from fpiritual pride! and make me fenfible of my own 
vilenefs, and that I have nothing in me good or defirable, but 
what I have received frem Ged, and therefore have nothing 
whereof to glory in’ myfelf before God. And, O! keep me 
from that ‘eal deftroying fin of trufing in my duties, and fo put- 
ting them in the room of Chrif.. And, O! let the Lord alone be 
exalted in me. Help me to fay, dn the Lord have I righteoufne/s 
and flrength, And, O! let me worthip God in the fpirit, and 
rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence in myfelf ; and 
in this way obtain falvation. 

* May 72 Thurfday. After charging himfelf with much that 
he thought amis in his own heart and life, he goes on to write: 
--O, chat I could fay, it is no more I, but fin that dwelleth in 
me. O, gracious and merciful God! humble me to the duf 
for my fins. Juéad me to a my Chrift, by a deep and 

orgiven 






found repentance, for don and givenefs in his blood. 
And, O sy dee Savi : A sa me from my fins, and blefs me 
by turning Mine iniquities. ©, let not the world, nor 


the devil, nor my own-heart’s lufts, prove too hard for me. 
But grant that fin may not have dominion over me, and that 1 


| =r overcome the world: and bruife Satan under my > 


- 4 


—— 
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2nd, O Lord, do it fhortly ! And now my foul cleaves to the 
duft, O! quicken me after thy word, to all duties, and efpec- 
ially to and in thofe duties that I find it moft hard to perform ; 
and make me a pure, humble, holy, heavenly, ferious, watch- 
ful, prayerful, felf-denying, thankful, patient, charitable, lively, 
exemplary; fincere, fruitful, and perfevering Chriftian, and 
that unto the death. O Lord, grant thefe things to me for 
Chrift’s fake ; that fo I may not live in any the leaft fin, nor 
in the negle& or carelefs performance of any the leaft duty ; 
and that I may efpecially mind the great and comprehenfive 





duties of Jove to God, and to my neighbour ; and may be moft © 


afraid of the greateft and moft heinous fins; and may always 
live fo as to keep a confcience void of offence both towards 
God and man, and may adorn the holy profeflion that I make, 
that.others, feeing my pure and holy converfation, and pious 
example and behaviour, in fome good meafure like to the blef- 
fed Jefus, may glorify thee, my heavenly Father. O Lord, fay 
Amen to thefe and fuch like requefts, I humbly befeech thee, 
and let me herein find, that thou art a merciful God and Fa- 
ther in Jefus Chrift, and a God that heareft prayers. Amen. 

Fuly 15, Wednefday. 1 Wave a great of leifure time,— 
O, that I could {pend my time well ! , keep me lawfully 
and religioufly employed the whgie of my time, and let me 
not fquander away my precious hours in idlenefs, but fo let me 
improve them in difcharging faithfully and uprightly all the 
duties I owe to God and man, as that I may be able to give up 
my account at laft with joy, and may receive the reward of 


rich grace. 
(To be continued. ) 
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PLAIN QUESTIONS TO A NEIGHBOUR, 


ON A COLD SABBATH MORNING; 









* RESPECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
| # 4 
MAN, on his way-to public worfhip sat the houfe 


of a neighbour to enjoy, for a few eafol able minutes, 
nefit of his fire.’ The neighbour being afked, whether 
going to meeting, anfwered, with decifion, that he was 

not, 
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Plain Questions to a Neighbour. 





‘not. ‘When the reafon was inquired, he mentioned the coldnefs 
of the weather, and the uncomfortable tafk of fitting fo long 
in the meeting-houfe. If it were allowable, faid his plain 
hearted friend, would you not attend to your worldly bufinefs ? 
Should you be afraid of the cold, were it any other day of the 
week? Did you not yefterday endure more of the feverity of 
cold, than you would be under the neceflity of enduring by at- 
tending public worfhip to-day? And if to-morrow prove as 
cold as to-day, fhall you negle& your worldly concerns? The 
neighbour’s looks fhowed.furprife mingled with fcorn, when he 
anfwered, J fall not negle& my worldly interefs. Is it not evi- 
dent, then, faid the devout worfhipper, that you think your 
worldly interefts more important, than the interefts of Chrift’s 
kingdom, and the eternal welfare of your own foul ?—After a 
fhort paufe, the pious vifitant proceeded. Is not public wor- 
fhip an ordinance of God? Are we not warned by the apotftle, 
not to forfake the affembling of ourfelves together, as the manner of fome 
is ? Have not the faints always manifefted a flrong attachment 
te public worfhip, and efteemed it one of their greateft calam- 
‘ities to be deprived of it ? Have they not, in the houfe of pray- 
er, enjoyed the gracious prefence of God, and the pure, ele- 
vated comforts of velpion ? Has not public worfhip been a blef- 
fed means alfo of convincing and converting finners? The 
neighbour’s reply was prompted by a fpirit of awful indiffer- 
ence. What is that to me ?—With an earneft, but tender voice, 
the man faid ; it is much to you, and to me, and to every one 
who has a foul. Can you expect ever to enjoy the pleafures of 

’* religion in the neglect of public worfhip ? Can you expec any 

fpiritual bleffing, while you trample on the inftitutions of 

Heaven? — 

What will you do, Sir, to-day, during the exercifes of publie 
worthip ? Can it be a pleafant day to you, while your guilty 
foul is alarmed with the voice of the inward monitor, telling 
you that you ought to be in the houfe of prayer, and that, by 
the neglect of fo plain a duty, you are treafuring up wrath 
againft the day of wrath? Will you pray to God in private? 
Can you pray ? Can you enjoy one moment’s communion with 
the Holy One of Ifrael, while your confcience charges you 
with allowed fin? Will you read the Bible? Alas, muft it not 
be painful reading, when every page is full of reproof, alarm, 
and terror? Will you meditate on divine things? Alas, my 
friend, while you have nothing more comfortable to think up- 
on, than a carnal heart, wafted opportunity, a ruined foul, a 
difhonoured Saviour, an angry God, a loft heaven, a miferable 
eternity, your meditations muft furely be without much de- 
light. You may, indeed, fhun thefe meditations, and urn 
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your thoughts upon worldly concerns ; and if your heart is 
fet upon the world, you may enjoy a kind of pleafure in world- 
ly thoughts. But is this the proper bufinefs of the Lord’s day? 
In the fight of the heart fearching God, what is the difference 
between labouring in your fhop or on your farm, and having 
your thoughts there? ' 

Beloved neighbour, I feel concerned for you. I with for 
you happinefs. Ais it is time-to proceed to the houfe of God, 
I fhall ule the freedom to leave with you a few ferious quef- 
tions, which I defire you to confider, and anfwer within 


yourfelf. 


1ft. Would you fpend this Sabbath as you now do, if you 
expected it would be your laft Sabbath ? If you knew that your 
probation would end this week, and your foul go into eternity 
to appear before God, fhould you think it wife and proper to 
abfent yourfelf from the habitation of God’s houfe, the place 
where his honour dwells? Should you wifh to {pend your laf 
fabbath in this manner? And are you able to fay, this Sabbath 
will not be your laf? . 


2d. What will be your refleétions on the bed of lan- 
guifhing and dying? When all hope of your recovery is given 
up, and your weeping relatives ftand round, with tearful eyes, 
waiting for the folemn hour of parting; if a faithful friend 
fhould afk you, what you thought of the Sabbaths which you 


had fpent, as you now {pend this, would not your anfwer be 
full of anguith ? 


3d. We muft all ftand before the judgment feat of Chrift. 
How will thefe things appear on that folemn occafion? 
When all mankind are affembled before the great, omnifcient, 
and holy Judge, the day of mercy paft, the eternal fentence 
ready to be pronounced ; what will you think then of the Sab- 
baths, which you fpent in idlenefs and fin? 


Thefe queftions were plain and folemn. But they were fo 
rational, and uttered ‘with an air of fuch fincerity and tender- 
nefs, that no offence was taken. ‘The neighbour felt their 
weight. His confcience was roufed. His peace of mind was 
interrupted. Nor could it afterwards be faid, that any man 
was amore conftant, and ferious attendant on public wor- 
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REFLECTIONS ON AMBITION, 


[Extracted from a late Publication, } 


— 

T@ rue Epiror. 

F it fhould confift with the defign of your publication, to 

infert reflections on fubjeéts of morality and religion, I hope 
that the following obfervations on an extenfive principle of 
human action will preve‘acceptable. It is important that our 
moral fentiments be clear and juft. By miftaking the charac- 
ter of the principles by which we are influenced, we debafe con- 
fcience into the inftrumént of vice; the light within us be- 
comes darknefs ; we feal our own deftruétion. 

If any one paffion has brought all men into bondage, if any 
one — of action can ferve as a clue to all the varieties of 
the human charatter, it is amBrTion, or devotion to our Own 
mdividual glory. By this fin fell the angels. This fin men 
have even exalted into virtue, and the worft we hear of it is this, 
that it is “the infirmity of noble,minds.” ‘This principle af- 
fumes many forms, but under all it propofes felf exaltation as 
its great laft end. In this point all the defires and purfuits of 
the ambitious centre. 

It muft eafily be feen that this devotion to our own glory is 
dire&ly the reverfe of the great law of benevolence. Godis 
fove, and in this charatter alone we reflect the glory of our Crea- 
tor. Benevolence carries us out of ourfelves, and diffufes our 
exiftence by giving us an intereft in other beings. But ambi- 
tion is narrow and debafing. It leads us to confider all beings 
as fubfervient to our greatnefs, and formed to hehold and pro- 
claim our glory. Nothing is benevolent, whieh does not sa 
ceed from a fincere difpofitien to do good, from a fingle view'to’ 
the produGtion of happinefs. ‘To ferve our country or mankind, 
that we may acquire the reputation of patriotifm or of benevo- 
lence, expreffes fimply a regard for the rewards of thofe virtues, 

tion is the moftrefined 
form of felfifhnefs, but it is felfifhnefs ftill, and neceflarily ex- 
i from that kingdom of heaven, whofe only law is 
ove. 

The purfuit of human applaufe, from the very nature of man, 
has a tendency to increafe mifery and delufior. Men are de- 
praved in their’ moral fentiments. ‘They are more imprefied 
with vaft power and favage energy, than with the mildnefs of be- 
nevolence. Accordingly we find charatters, diftinguifhed by 
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barbarous valour, inflexible obftinacy and inhuman fortitude, the 
objects of general admiration. In all ages men have deified the 
monfters of the human race, who have convulfed empires in 
fport to difplay their fpirit and power. From this principle of 
admiring vaft power and exertion, men prefer extravagance of 
imagination and fubtlety of fophiftry, to the Gimplicity of unaf- 
fuming truth. ‘Thus from the very nature of man, ambition in 
purfuit of its end has filled the earth with ruin and error. "The 
limits of this paper will not permit to record the wars, oppref- 
fions, devattations, and cruelties into which the ambitious have 
been driven. But thefe clearly prove the oppofition of ambi- 
tion to the great principle of benevolence. 

Ambition is a perverfion and proftitution of the higheft pow- 
ers of human nature. lf we pofle{s reafon and moral {fentiment, 
we ought to make them our guides and pillars. Thus endowed, 
does it become us to bend to the ftandard of an evil world? Ad- 
herence to principle in oppofition to pain and contempt, coniti- 
tutes the true dignity of man. The confciou{nefs of integrity, 
of conducting as children of God, of acting from virtuous mo- 
tives ina virtuous caufe, is a confolation and reward fuperior to 
the applaufe of worlds. More fervile dependence cannot be 
conceived than is the lot of him, who lives only in the mouths 
of other men. The ambitious frequently difcover great power. 
But moral excellence confifts in the right direction of power. 
A giant building houfes of cards, prefents as glorious a {pectacle, 
as an intellectual being formed tor immortal progreflion, and 
capacitated to enjoy his God, enilaving himfelf to the earth, 
converting his preient greatnefs into an idol, feigning an immor- 
tality in the remembrance of perifhing men, and exhauifting him- 
-~ for a monument, which with himéelf will foon crumble inte 

There is a bafe hypocrify in ambition, which an honeft mind 
mult defpife and abhor. If we with the world to notice us, if 
we act in the view of men, that we may draw their attention and 
applaufe, let us tell them frankly what we defire. : It is vile to 
pretend that our views are liberal, that we with to promote the 
caufe of truth, or the civil and religious interefts of mankind. 
It is deteftable fraud thus to cheat men out.of applaufe. The 
cant of ambition is knavery bafer than the tricks of a pick-pock- 
et. It is enough that our fouls are narrow, that we are incapa- 
ble of aéting trom generous affection. Let us not add to this 
the meannefs of falfehood. ¥ | 

This devotion to our own glory is the greateft weaknefs and 
folly. Let each of. us confider himéfelf in comparifon with the 
whole human race, and of how little confequence are we! We 
aré loft in the general crowd and tumult. Millions have never 
* heard 
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heard and will never pronounce our names. The -refiftlefs 
ftream of time, which overwhelms high and low, muft foon 
{weep us away. Others will fill our places, the bufinefs of the 
world, the fong and the dance be continued, and like paft gen- 
erations we {hall be lefs regarded than the turf which covers us. 
And. does it become fach beings to {well with their own im- 


“portance, and to elevate themfelves for the admiration of the 


world? But let us extend our views and confider man in rela- 
tion to the univerfe. Hewdo we dwindle and fhrink into noth- 
ing, when brought into comparifon with-the majefty of nature ! 
How fublime the ftyle, how glorious the order of this temple of 
the Deity! There is a prodigality in the works of nature, which 
feems defigned to humble the pride and mock the dwarfifhnefs 
of man; and in this profufion of exiltence, beauty and majefty, 
fhall we exalt ourfelves to the fummit of creation, confider our- 
felves peculiarly deferving notice, and challenge the admira- 
tion of mankind ? If from the material fyftem we afcend to thofe 
intelligent orders which furround the throne of God, and from 
all derived and dependent exiftence, rife to the uncreated Parent 
of heaven and earth, on whom the higheft ranks of angels depend, 
and by whom the minuteft beings are fupported, in whofe fulnefs 
and perfection all worlds and fyftems are lefs than nothing and 
vanity, what fhall we think of ourfelves, or what terms can we 
ufe, fufficiently diminutive to exprefs our littlenefs and unimpor- 


tance? All creation cries, Give glory to God. For this end all 


things exift. ‘To propofe our own glory as our end, is to ftrive 
to counteract the defign and agency of the Deity. By feeking to 
fix attention on our own petty attainments, we call beings te 
turn from the fun to idolize a glow-worm, to neglect immenfi- 
ty for a point too {mall for perception. How contemptible is 
ambition! How low the greateft heights of human glory ! Ia 
the eyes of fuperior beings, how idle muft appear our conten- 
tions for eminence and power! That worms of the duft and 
children of yefterday fhould {well themfelves into God, dwell 
on their narrow powers with rapture, ape the airs of greatnefs, 
affe& importance, and propofe themfelves as objects worthy the 
applaufe and homage of the world, this is fuch folly and abfurd- 
ity, that we feel difpofed to {mile at fo ludicrous a fpectacle, 
inftead of pitying fuch debafement and depravity. _ 

It is a folemn .confideration, which profeffors of the gofpel 
feem to have overlooked, that this devotion to our own glory 
is irreconcileable with the whole fpirit of Chriftianity. We find 
much of this temper in the difciples. With them it was a quef- 

"tion of debate and difpute, “who fhould be the greateft in the 
kingdom of heaven.”” But hear the anfwer of Chrift ; “‘ Unlefs 


ye'be converted and become as little children, ye fhall not od 
| the 
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the kingdom of heaven.” Chriftianity is a humiliating fyftem. 
It beats down the {trong holds of human pride. It teaches us, 
that our place is in the duft. It is founded in the ruin and cor- 
ruption of ourrace: Itis a medicine for a difordered and dying 
world. A fenfe of guilt and entire unworthinefs is neceflary to 
the cordial reception of the gofpel. “ Bleffed are the poor in 
{pirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” ‘The Chriftian hero 
does not dazzle the world with his arms and exploits. You mutt 
look for him on the loweit feat, and there you will behold him 
{miting his breaft, acknowledging his unworthinefs, and oppofing 
nothing to injury and infult, but the panoply of meeknefs and 
love. You difcover no high pretenfions, no overbearing pride, 
no infulting fuperiority, no anxiety to draw the gaze of man- 
kind. ‘ He walks by faith and not by fight ;” and, as he trav- 
els towards heaven, emits a gentle light, to teach the way to 
others, and guide them to the God of glory. 

Thus it appears that ambition is a principle inconfiftent with 
true religion and benevolence, and exprefles the greateft blind- 
nefs and debafement of the foul. It may indeed give us the ap- 
pearance of many virtues. It may whiten the fepulchre ; but 
within are dead men’s banes. By condemning ambition, we 
pronounce fentence on the greateft part of mankind. But it 
is not a new fuggeftion, that the whole world lieth in wicked- 
nefs. This truth it is important to enforce. Until we feel it, 
we can never be recovered to moral excellence. Let us not 
‘¢ film over the fore and ulcerous place,” but purify and invigo- 
rate the foul, by the infufion and exercife of new and generous 
affection, even by that love which is the fum of excellence and 


the fulfilment of the law. 





THE PROFLIGATE, 


T is all a tale, faid Witt to one of his female coufins, who 
fpoke of going to church next day; my brother and I are 
to havea ride intothe country. The Lady was fhocked at the 
rudenefs of the declaration, and inftead of an approving fmile, 
Will was rewarded with a frown. For my own part, faid the 
Lady, I am refolved to perfift in the practice of obferving the 
Sabbath-day, though Will and all the Infidels on earth fhall 
fay, the Chriftian Religion is alla tale. Ifit bea tale, as Will 
fays, fure it is a good one. 
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The young gentlemen came down in the morning properly 
equipped, and, finding their filter ready, they all three ftepped 
into the carriage, which waited at the door. ‘They had not 
proceeded far before E. an amiable young lady, began to feel 
fome uneafinefs of mind, and exprefled her doubts, whether it 
was lawful to take fuch a journey of pleafure on that day. 
She faid, I faw my mother look a little difpleafed, when we 
were preparing to fet out. My mother is too narrow and big- 
oted, you know, replied Will, and fhe will forget us all, as foon 
as fhe fees her favourite preacher, Mr. , in the pulpit. I 
dare {wear, faid his younger brother, fhe has forgot us already, 
for fhe is by this time on her knees in the little clofet. She 
never forgets any of us there, faid his fifter; but I have been 
too eafily prevailed on to engage in this expedition. Had I 
reflected that it would have given our dear mother fuch unea- 
finefs, or that I fhould be expofed to hear fuch converfation, 
I fhould not have hefitated a moment to have ftayed behind. 
There is a dreadful cloud hanging over us! how black and 
difmal.it appears! It will foon burft upon us in a deluge of 
rain. What have you to fear from the burfting of the cloud? 
faid Will ; we are all fecure in this fhug carriage, and ina 
fhort time we fhall have a good comfortable room, and a hear- 
ty dinner; and if we can get no pleafure out of doors, we 
fhall amufe ourfelves within. But, faid the fifter, what will 
become of the poor fellow that rides before us? Let him go to 
the I am afraid, Will, faid fhe, fome of us fhall get 
there before him. Sifter, your notions are too antiquated. 
You have been too long in a confined {phere among the whining 
hypocrites of I muft have you along with me. None of 
the people of fenfe and fafhion, with us, trouble their heads 
about religion, or ever think of minding Sunday, or going to 
church. They leave that to fervants and mechanics. Then, 
anfwered the fifter, I fear they leave the beft part to them, 
and take up with the worft themfelves. They forego the moft 
rational gratification that man is capable of enjoying, and rafh- 
ly renounce all hope of future happinefs for the pomp and 
glitter of a day! You will judge otherwife, faid Will, when 
we have had you a while among us. E. replied, I hope 
Not. Iam not at all ambitious of the honour you propofe ; 
and if fuch be the circle to which you would introduce me, I 
choofe rather to remain at home in peace and obfcurity. My 
friends, it is true, are of a different way of thinking from yours, 
and may not, perhaps, appear fo gay and fplendid, but they 
have as found heads, and as honeft hearts, and I feel myfelf 
perfectly happy in their fociety, without a wifh to make a 
change. An excellent Par/on in petticoats, upon my word, 
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exclaimed Will. Where in the name of wonder, Sifter, have 
you acquired all this fine rhetoric and divinity ? Did you ftudy 
at —— or at —-—? Couldeft thou get in amongft the Quak- 
ers, I am confident thou wouldft out-fhine the belt gifted filter 
of them all. But how wilt thou part with the high cap, child, 
thefe {mart feathers, and all thy other finery ? Serioufly, Sifter, I 
pity your weaknefs ; and had I dreamed that your confcience 
was fo very tender and fcrupulous, I would not have afked 
you to be of our party. And I, Brother, moft fincerely pity 
your wickednefs ; and had 1 known your principles were fo 
loofe, and that you would have talked in fo irreligious aud pro- 
fane a ftyle, no entreaties fhould have influenced me to accom- 
any you. And I beg that for the future you will fupprefs, at 
ealt when I am prefent, all fuch impious reflections, to which 
my ears have not been accuftomed. The young gentlemen, 
confounded at fo fpirited a remonftrance, behaved during 
the remainder of the journey with decency and good man- 
mers. But notwithftanding all their efforts to force an air of 
gaity and cheerfulnefs, the day pafled very dull and heavy. 
On their return to town, the younger brother began to hum a 
fafhionable air, but was reproved by the other, who thought it 
imprudent to fhock any farther the feelings of their filter. 

As foon as they had landed at their father’s houfe, the young 
lady repaired immediately to her own apartment, and the 
young gentlemen to the tavern, to {pend the evening according 
to appointment, with fome very choice companions, where the 
Sabbath-day’s excurfion, and the ridiculous fqueamifhnefs of 
their Gifter, furnifhed no {mall fhare at the entertainment. 











A LETTER TO A YOUNG PERSON ON FRIEND- 
SHIP. 


Betrovep Frienp, 


ae HIS endearing manner of addrefs fuggefts a very intereft- 
ing fubje&. For friendfhip is a fource of the pureft feli- 
city. Without it, no real felicity can be enjoyed. He, that is 
entirely deftitute of the friendfhip of others, muft be com- 
pletely wretched. Do you not feel the truth of this declara- 
tion? Do you not ardently defire to cultivate and enjoy the 
friendfhip of others ? If you knew that no one had any friendly 
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regards to you, but that all were difpofed to view you with ab- 
horrence, and to treat you with the utmoft contempt, how would 
you feel? Could you be happy? Would not life be a burden 
to you? Would you not rather be-annihilated, than exift in 
this friendle/s ftate? Could you have any eomfort, or feel any 
fatisfaction, while all deteft and defpife you ? Would not every 
other fource of enjoyment lofe its power to pleafe? If you 
could have the friendfhip of only one perfon, your diftrefs and 
anguifh would in a meafure be removed. But to know and be 
deeply convinced that you muft forever remain in a totally 
friendlefs ftate, would overwhelm your mind with unutterable 
diftrefs and torment. You would ‘experience the moft doleful 
forrow and anguifh of {pirit. 

Are you certain, my friend, that this will not be your dread- 
ful, endlefs ftate? For the carnal mind, the impenitent heart, is 
enmity againft God : it is alfo enmity again{ft his creatures. 
With this heart, you ca’ "ot enjoy holy friendfhip with any in- 
telligent being. You cannot have the friendfhip of God, 


while your heart is oppofed to him. He is infinitely pure and 


holy, and muft abhor you while unholy. He loveth the 
righteous. He beholds. them with delight, and gives them a 
{weet and joyful fenfe of his love and favour. But his foul 
hateth the wicked. They are the objeéts of his infinite dif- 
pleafure, and muft go from his blifsful prefence under the 
weight of this dreadful, though righteous fentence, ‘ Depart, 
ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels,’ 

If this fentence fhould be paft upon you, you can never have 
the friendfhip of any in heaven. For all the faints and angels 
will forever love thofe whom the Father loves, and hate thofe 
whom he hates. Having a clear view of your finful an 
odious character, they will be holy and lovely in condemning 
you. With their whole fouls, they will approve the fentence, 
which fixes you in endlefs defpair. ‘The more they love God, 
his law and government, the more oppofed they muft be to 
your condué and charatter, to all the feelings and wifhes of 
your impenitent heart. Can you find any in hell to be your 
friends? Will the enemies of God and of his kingdom_ be 
friends to you? Being filled with malice and envy can their 
fociety be defirable? Will they not condemn, reproach, up- 
braid, and abhor you?—-How dreadful then muft be your 
endlefs ftate, to live and die in,fin, and have no friend in the 
univerfe, but be condemned. and abhorred by all, as exceeding, 
ly vile, criminal and ill-deferving. : 

In the gofpel, you are taught that you may enjoy the ever- 
lafting friendfhip of God, the Father, Son and Spirit, and ne of 
oly 
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holy beings. Here you behold Jefus, who is Emmanuel, God 
with us, God in our nature. He is the everlafting Friend of 
all who embrace him in holy affeétion. ‘Through him, believ- 
ers are adopted into God’s holy family. The infinite God re- 
ards them as his dear children ; he will own them as fuch be- 
Pre the aflembled univerfe ; and be their Father and Friend to 
eternity. 
Can you view it a trifling thing to enjoy the everlafling 
friendfhip of the bleffed God ? You fee his infinite love, his af- 
tonifhing grace in giving his Son to fuffer and die, that it might 
be confiftent for him to become your friend. You fee his won, 
derful condefcenfion in propofing to admit you to enjoy his ev- 
erlafting friendfhip. Will you reject the gracious, the conde- 
f{eending propofal ? Will you preter the friendthip of the world, 
which is enmity againft God ? Will you live in fin, and be a 
companion of the wicked, and forever lofe the friendfhip of 


God and his holy people ? Can you enjoy any fatisfaction in — 


the things of this life, when the infinitely holy God beholds you 
with abhorrence on account of your fins, and may, at any mo- 


‘ment, confign you to endlefs defpair and torment ? How mutt 


you feel at death, at judgment, and to eternity, under a full 
conviction that the Almighty God 1s unalterably oppofed to 
you ; and that the blefled Jefus will never be your friend, but 
execute upon you his wrath, for flighting his love and . friend- 
fhip ?:O then choofe and fecure the friendfhip of God, by em- 
bracing the Son of his love, and being reconciled to his holy 
chara¢ter. You will then enjoy his peculiar love and friend- 
fhip, through all. the changing fcenes of life. The friendly 
prefence of the Redeemer will render death eafy and delight- 
ful. Death will be unfpeakable gain. Your fpirit will be for- 
ever removed from fin and forrow, and join the {fpirits of the 
juft, in love and praife to God. When the wicked are fentenc- 
ed to‘endlefs perdition, to dwell together in the moft implaca- 
ble enmity and malice, where fociety will be an awful curfe ; 
then Jefus will fay to you, in. connexion with the millions of 
his redeemed friends, ‘ Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you.? Then your friendfhip with 
the Father, Son and Spirit, with glorified faints and holy an- 
gels will be complete. It will never, never end. May this 
bleflednefs be yours. . 


C. H. J. 


A LETTER 
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342 Letter from a Mother to a Daughter. 


A LETTER 


From a Mother to her Daughter. 


My pear CuiLp, 


REJOICE with you on account of the prefervation of ~ 

when in fuch great danger, and hope it will be fanétified to 
you for your good ; and that you will be encouraged to put 
your truft in that God, who is a prefent help in every time of 
danger, and is able to do all that for your foul, as well as for 
your body, that you can poflibly need. As power belong- 
eth unto God, goodnefs is alfo effential to his nature, and he is 
as willing ashe is able. Therefore, my dear child, at what 
time you are afraid, put yourtruftin him. Seek to God, who 
is light, and he will enlighten you in his own time, which is 
ever the beft. He perfectly knows what circumftances are beft 
for us. Froft and darknefs are as produétive of the fruits of 
the earth, as light and funfhine. Take heed of entertaining 
hard thoughts of God, as though he was unwilling to help 
and fave any of his creatures, on account of their being great 
fimners. Has he not fent his own Son to fuffer and die for poor 
loft finners, that whofoever believes on him, fhall not perifh, 
but have everlafting life? Did not the blefled Jefus come into 
this world to feek and to fave that which was: loft ? Give up 
yourfelf to him in an everlafting covenant. Accept of him as 
a prophet to teach you ; as a prieft to atone, and intercede for 
you; asa king to rule, to govern you; and to fubdue all your 
enemies. Rejoice that a God of power, love and goodnefs 
reigns over all creatures, and he will make all things fubferve 
the beft good of them who rely on him. Whatever trouble 
opprefles you, repair to the throne of grace for help. Study 
the will of God, as revealed in his word. Make that the rule 
of your conduét, and you will find confolation. For he has 
never faid to any, feek ye my face invain. You afk a remem- 
brance in my prayers, which you may aflure yourfelf of. If 
through rich grace I have any intereft at the throne of grace, 
you may depend you have never been forgotten, and {furely 
you will not now, by one who loves you, and one whofe beft 
good lies near the heart of a mother. I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to make you 
perfect. _s 
: Fromyour loving mother, 

| | M. L. 

Newbury, Fune 6, 1770 


The 
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Serious Consideration. 


The Daughter's Anfwer. 
Dear Parent, 


FTER my duty to you, thank you for your kind advice. 
Blefled be God that I and my children are well. I am 
come to a conclufion, to ook for no great matters in this 
world, but to know Jefus Chrift. O my dear mother, lam a 
monument of God’s mercy ; and am attonifhed when I view 
my unworthinefs! But Chrift is worthy. O there is all ful- 
nefs in him. O vain world! O the uncertainty of all things 
here below, whieh I may fee in the late tremendous ftorm! OQ 
that I may be fo happy as to have an intereft in Chrift, where 
ftorms and dangers cannot come! But O, the ftorm is in my 
own foul! There lies the wormwood, and the gall. O Sin, 
what haft thou done to my foul ! How halt thou benumbed my 
fenfes ! May the Searcher of hearts fhew me the evil that is in 
me, and lead me into the way, in which I may glorify him on- 
ly. O carry me with you to the throne of grace; iupplicate 
for me, that his grace may be fufficient for me ; that my cour- 
age and patience may hold out to the end. 


Your dutiful daughter, 
H—. C—. 


Satem, O@ober 22, 1770. 





SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 


@ 
KNOW that I muft die: But what preparation have I made 


for it? O, my foul! what evidences haft thou for heaven? 
I muft die: but am I now dead to fin? I muft appear before 
God in judgment: but what account can I give of my life? 
Thofe who are pardoned through faith in Chrift, and fandified 
by the Holy Ghoft, will be eternally happy : but is this my 
cafe? Am I pardoned? Have I repented? Have I forfaken 
fin? And do I delight in God, and in his fervice, and careful- 
ly fhun all evil company, and evil words and actions ?—Lord, 
have mercy. upon me; make me holy, and fit me for thy 
prefence. Lvan. Mag. 


Te 
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To the Editors of the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IT being a general obfervation, that anecdotes of a religious caft, as 
well as thofe which are oppofite, are calculated to leave an impre 
according to their nature on the mind, I fend you the following for in- 
Jertion in your Magazine if agreeable. 


Siena 
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ANECDOTES. 


CCD 
-__———— 


LORD CARVER. 
ORD CARVER being in London when the great plague 


raged there, to avoid the danger refolved to remove to 
the country. His coach and attendants were ordered to his 
door, his baggage put in, and all things prepared for the jour- 
ney. As he was walking through the Hall to take his depart- 
ure he overheard his poltillioa (who was an African) faying to 
another, “ I fuppofe my mafter’s God live in the country and 
not in the town, by his going away from London to avoid the 
plague.”” The poor negro, in the fimplicity of his heart, really 
believed in the plurality of gods. ‘The fpeech however ftruck 
Lord Carver very fenfibly, and brought him to a paufe. “ My 
God (thought he) lives every where, and can preferve me in 
a way of duty as well in town as in country; I’ll even ftay 
where I am, for the ignorance of that negro has preached me a 
very ufeful fermon. Lord, pardon my unbelief, and that dif- 
truft of thy providence which made me think of running away 
from thy hand.” He immediately ordered his baggage 
brought in, and his coach from the door. He continued in 
London without taking the infeftion, and became remarkably 
ufeful among the fick. 


| 


MR. WILLS, preaching in Lady H—’s Chapel, in Briftol, 
from, My grace ts fufficient for thee, in the courfe of the fermon 


related the circumitance of a young woman, who knew and 
loved 
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Yoved the Lord, but laboured under a ftrong temptation to put 
a period. to her life, by drowning herfelf. The enemy fo far 
fucceeded as to prevail on her to go to the river, in order to 
put the dreadful plan in execution. But as fhe was adjufting 
her clothes, to ‘prevent her from floating, fhe felt fomething in 
her pocket. It was her Bible. She thought fhe would take it 
out, and look in it for the Jaf time. She did fo, and the above 
mentioned text caught her eye. ‘The Lord applied it with his 
own energy to her foul. The fnare was inftantly broke ; the 
temptation vanifhed, and fhe returned, blefling him, who had 
given her the victory. 

This relation was bleffed to the converfion of a man and his 
wife, then prefent, and to the completing a fimilar deliverance. 
Thefe perfons had lived a moft unhappy life. Their habita- 
tion exhibited a fcene of difcord and confufion. At length the 
wife came to the dreadful determination of drowning herfelf. 
She accordingly left her houfe for the purpofe, and came near 
the river. But it being too light, the feared the fhould be de- 
tected. She knew not where to go until it fhould be fufficient- 
ly dark. She at length efpied a place of worfhip open. She 
went in ; when Mr. Wills, in his fermon, was relating the above 
melancholy event. She heard with attention, and the Lord 
blefled what fhe heard for her converfion, and the devil loft his 
ends. She returned to her home. Her hufband looked at her 
with furprife ! Her countenance, which before was the index of 
malevolence, now indicated the calmnefs of a lamb. Struck 
with her appearance, he afked her where fhe had been. She 
told him. And did you, faid he, fee me there? She replied, 
No. He added, but I was ; and blefled be God, I found his 
grace fufficient for me alfo. 

The reality of the change evinced itfelf in their future lives, 
and converfation ; which was fuch as became the gofpel of 
Chrift, whofe grace was fufficient to renew their hearts; to 
make them a moft happy couple, and fave their precious 
fouls. Evan. MacGazine. 


_--- 


A MINISTER, preaching upon the great day, in the courfe 
of his fermon paufed and faid, I have read of an excellent 
preacher, who defcribed the awful folemnities of the final judg- 
ment with fuch pathetic ftrains of eloquence, and in a manner 
fo moving, that fome of his audience burft forth in loud accla- 


mations, as if the Judge himfelf had appeared, announcing the” 


decifive fentenee. In the height of the commotion, the preach- 
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er bade them reftrain their tears, and cries, for he had one 
thing more to add, the mof aftonifhing of all. It was this, 
that within a quarter of an hour, the impreffion of thofe great 
events, which they now felt, would vani/h ; and they would re- 
rurn home unaffeéted by them, to thofe fenfible objeéts that had 


fo often engroffed their attention ! 


thine 
——-— 


A NUMBER of intimai: friends being at dinner together 
on the Lord’s day, one of the company, in order to prevent 
impertinent difcourfe, faid, It is a queftion, whether we all go 
to heaven or not! This plain hint occafioned a general feriouf- 
nefs and felf-examination. One thought—if any of this com- 
pany go to hell, it muft be myfelf; and fo thought another, 
and another ; even the fervants, who waited at table, were af- 
feéted in the fame manner. In fhort, it was afterwards found, 
that this one fentence proved, by the fpecial blefling of Ged 
upon it, inftrumental to their converfion. 

What an encouragement is this to the Chriftian to give a 
ferious turn to his converfation, when in company! £. Mag. 








For THE Massachusetts Missionary MAGAZINE. 


REMARKS ON GAL. V. 2. 


Behold, I Paul fay unto you, that if ye be circumeifed, Chrift 
jfeall profit you nothing. 


dks gofpel comprifes a perfect fyftem of religion. It has 
its doétrines for the ground of religious faith, its precepts 
for the government of the heart and life, and its ritual inftitu- 
tions for the edification, and the external order, of the church 
of God ; and all its doctrines, precepts and inftitutions, as they 
have refpectively their relative importance in the general fyi- 
‘tem, require correfpondent attention on the part of its profef- 
fors. But the foundation of the whole is Chrift. 

Having reafoned very largely, and with his peculiar energy, 
in the preceding parts of this epiftlé, on the doétrine of juftifi- 


cation, by faith, without the deeds of the law, our apoftle, in 
this 
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this chapter, applies. the whole in an earneft exhortation, en- 
forced by various arguments, to fteadfaftnefs in the liberty of 
the gofpel. Stand faft, therefore, fays he, in ihe liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made you free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. Beunorv, f Pavrt say unto rov, THAT IF YE BE CIR~ 
CUMCISED, CHRIST SHALL PRoFIT rov NoTHiNG. ‘The apoftle here 
affumes an attitude, and a mode of addrefs, peculiarly folemn 
and emphatical, and evidently intended to arre(ft particular at- 
tention. Behold! Look! Attend! Behold, I Paul; I, who 
am an apoftle, not of men, neither by man, but by Fefus Chrift, and 
God the Father, who raifed him from the dead! Behold, I Paul fay 
unlo you, THAT IF YE BE CIRCUMCISED, CHRIST SHALL PROFIT Yrov 
woraing! Solemn declaration! But what is this circumci- 
fion, about which the apoftle thus fpeaks? It mutt, furely, be 

fomething, in its nature, exceedingly finful, and offenfive to 
God. No; the conclufion is falfe. So far from being in it- 
felf, peculiarly finful and offenfive to God, it is the very ordi- 

mance or fign, which God was pleafed to give to Abraham, 

as a feal of the righteoufnefs of the faith, which Abraham had, before 

Se was circumcifed ;{1) and which he required to be obferved, 

during the Abrahamic and Mofaic difpenfations, by the whole 

body of his covenant people, both for themfelves and for their 

children. But, though it was fo, that, under the former dif- 

penfations, circumcifion was a divine ordinance to be obferved 

by all God’s covenant people, for the good of them and of their 
children after them;(2) yet when Chrift came, and the ordi- 

nances of the old difpenfation were fuperfeded by thofe of the 

new ; did not circumcifion, then, become a thing, in itfelf, pe- 
culiarly finful and difpleafing to God? No: we are warranted 

to fay it did not. For this fame apoftle, in this fame epiftle 

to the Galatians, fays, that, Jn Chrift Fefus, neither circumcifion 

availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but a new creature.(3) And 

to the Corinthians, he fays, Circumcifion is nothing, and uncircum- 

cifion is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.(4)} 

Here circumcifion is reprefented as being under the Chriftian 

difpenfation, a thing in itfelf entirely indifferent. According- 
dy this fame Paul, for certain reafons, took and cifcumcifed 

Timothy with his own hands.(5) In circumcifion, then, or in 

being circumeifed, there is nothing, which is, in itfelf, either 

peculiarly finful, or of the leaft tendency to hinder the fubje@ 

from being profited by Chritt. 

What then did the apoftle mean, when he declared to the 
Galatians, with fo much emphafis and folemnity, that if they 
were circumcifed, Chrift fhould profit them nothing? His 
meaning 


(1) Rom. iv.11. (2) Jer. xxxii. 39. (3) Chap. vi. 15, 
(4) 1 Gor. vii. 19. (5) Acts xvi. 3, 
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meaning, I think, was plainly this, that Chrift would profit 
them nothing, if they received circumcifion, with the difpofi- 
tions and views which they then poflefled. It was not their 
being circumcifed, fimply confidered ; but their being circum- 
cifed, with fuch a temper, and fuch views, as they then poffef- 
fed, which would have hindered their being profited by 
Chrift. 

Hence, that we may receive the ufeful inftruétion and warn- 
ing, which this declaration of the apoftle is calculated to af- 
ford, it is neceflary that we particularly confider; First, the 
temper and views, which the Galatians poflefled, and Seconp- 
Ly, the reafon, or reafons, why their being circumcifed, with 
fuch a temper, and fuch views, would have hindered their be- 
ing profited by Chrift. 

The difpofitions and views of the Galatians, at the time this 
epiftle was addrefled to them, may appear from the following 
particulars, 

1. The Galatians, to whom this epiftle was written, had 
made public profeflion of religion. This is manifeft trom the - 
infcription of the epiftle. Paul, an apofile, not of men, neither by 
man, but by Fefus Chrift, and God the Father, who raifed him from 
the dead—unto the churches of Galatia. In the province of Gala- 
tia, as appears from this epiftle, compared with the Aéts of the 
Apoftles, it was by Paul that the gofpel was firft preached. 
He vifited the province oftener than once; met with a very 
welcome reception ; was very happily fuccefsful; and under 
his miniftry very confiderable and flourifhing churches were 
eftablifhed. It was to thefe churches, to the planting and ef- 
tablifhment of which he had himfelf been primarily and chiefly 
inftrumental, that our apoftle addreffed this affectionate, but 
folemn, epittle. 

2. The Galatian profeflors were, for fome time, very regu-- 
lar, and agreeable to the gofpel, in their walk and converfation. 

Ye viv run well, fays the apoftle, who did hinder you, 
that ye fhould not obey the truth ?( 1) J marvex that ye are fo foon 
gileelt from him that called you into the grace of Chrift, unto another 
gofpel.(2) Having profefledly embraced the uncorrupted doc- 
trine of Chrift, as it was preached unto them at the firft, they 
were happily united, and kindly affectioned one towards anoth- 
er. And living and walking together, in harmony, love and 

ace, they manifefted fo much of the quiet, obedient and ex- 
cellent fpirit of the gofpel, that the apoftle was no lefs afton- 
ifhed, than grieved, when he heard that defection, divifion, 
and diforder had taken place among them. 

3. Solong as they continued to run well, the Galatians not 
enly kept the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace among 

themfelves ; 


(1) Chap. v. 7. (2) Chap. i. 6. 
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themfelves ; but regarded the great apoftle with the higheft ef- 
teem, and with the moft ardent and grateful affection. 

Ye know, fays he, how, through infirmity of the flefh, I preached 
the gofpel unto you at the firft. And my temptation, which was in 
my firsb, ye defpifed not, nor ryetied ; but received me as an angel of 
God, even as Chrift Fefus. Where is then the bleffednefs ye /pake of ? 
For I bear you record, that, if it had been poffible, ye would 
have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me.(1) 
Regarding him, not only as an eminent apoltle of the Lord 
Jefus, ever ready to {pend and be fpent in the fervice of his 
divine Matter, but alfo as the minifter by whom they believed ; 
~ they efteemed him very highly in love, for his works’ fake, 
and felt towards him the peculiarly tender and ardent affection 
of fpiritual children towards their fpiritual father. So highly 
did they efteem him, and fo ardently did they love him, that, 
to repeat his own emphatical language, they received him as an 
angel of God, even as Cbrift Fefus, and were ready to pluck out their 
ewn eyes, and give them tohim. But, 

4. Some time after the apoftle had left the Galatians, there 
appeared among them certain judaizing teachers, who urged 
upon them the neceflity of circumcifion. 

There be fome that trouble you, {ays the apoftle, and would per- 
wert the gofpel of Chrift.(2) That it was by infilting on circum- 
cifion, that thefe zealous teachers troubled the Galatian 
churches, and would have perverted the gofpel of Chrilt, ts 
manifeft from the whole tenor of this epiitle. This was no 
uncommon thing. The churches at Jerufalem, Antioch, and 
Corinth, were troubled in the fame way. It appears, indeed, 
that in almoit all places, thefe judaizing teachers followed the 
apoftles, and occafioned great trouble. They did not, like the 
apoftles, confine themfelves within their own line, and make it 
their object to preach the gofpel where Chrift had not been 
named ; but they rather frequented the places where the apof- 
tles had preached, and feem to have made it their primary 
aim to addrefs themfelves to fuch, as, under the apoftles’ min- 
iftry, had been turned from darknefs unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. Their great object was to make 
profelytes to their own fect; and all on whom they prevailed 
to be circumcifed, though converts before to the apoitle’s doc- 
trine, they confidered and proclaimed, as fo many brought out 
into the true light, and added to the true church of God. 
Hence the apottle complained, that they fir ‘etched ihemfelves be- 

yond their line, and boafted of things without their me: afure ; that is, 
of other men’s labours, and of thingsmade ready to their hand.(3) ‘To 
teachers of this defcription, it was, that the Galatians had giv- 
en 

(1) Chap. iv. 13, 14, 15: 


(2) Chap. i. 7. (3) 1 Cor. x. 13—16, 
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en their ears; and by their winp. of doGrine they were toft ta and 
fro, and carried about.(1) 

. Under the influence of their judaizing teachers, the 
Galatians had been made to believe, that circumcilion was of 
great importance: of fuch vaft importance, indeed, that 
they were wrought up to the higheft fervour of zeal on the 
fabjed. 


Circumcifion was reprefented to them as a very plain and 
important duty. It was a divine inftitution; Chrift himfelf 
was circumcifed ; and therefore, as long as they refufed, or 
omitted, to be circumcifed, they were living in negle& of a 

lain, pofitive inftitution of God, refufing to follow the exam- 
ple of Chrift, and could not expe to enjoy the freedom and 
comforts of his obedient difciples. By fuch or fimilar repre- 
fentations, they were greatly perplexed and diltrefled ; and 
they felt as if they could have no reft, nor peace, until they 
were circumcifed. This is manifeft from feveral of the apof- 
tle’s expreffions. 2 did run well, who hath hindered you ? Where 
is then the bleffednefs ye [pake of ? After that ye have known God, or 
rather are known of God, how turn ye again unto the weak and bege 
garly elements, whereunto ye defire again to be in bondage ?(2) Are 
¥¢ fo foolifh ? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfe? by 
the ficlh ?(3) I would they were even cut off, that trouble you.(4) 
Thus thrown into a ftate of darknefs and reftlefsnefs, they 
were eafily made to believe, that the only way, in which to 
obtain light and peace, was to be circumcifed. For this, 
therefore, they became exceedingly folicitous and zealous. 
They zealoufly affe@ you, fays the apoltle, but not well ; yea, they 
would exclude you, that ye might affe@ them.(5) They appear, 
indeed, to have been wrought up even toa degree of frenzy 
and infatuation. O fool/h Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
that you foould not obey the truth ?(6) Here the apoftle addrefles 
them, as being actually infatuated, and in a manner befide 
themfelves ; and that he really confidered them as being: in 
fuch a ftate is evident, from the peculiarly earneft and folemn 
manner, which he maintains throughout this epiftle, and the 
ftrong doubts and fears which he exprefles refpecting them. 
J am afraid of you, left I have beftowed upon you labour in vain. JI 
defire to be prefent with you now, and to change my voice 3 for I fland 
in doubt of you.( 7) 

So ardent was the zeal of the Galatians for circumcifion, 
fo confident were they that they ought to be circumcifed, 
and into fuch a ftate were their minds wrought up on the fub- 


jeét, they could not bear to hear a word faid againit it; and 
even 


Chap. iy. 9. (3) iii. 3. (4) v. 12. 


(1) Eph. iv. 14, (2) 
(G6) iii. 1. ' (7) iv. 11, 20. 


(5) iv. 17. 
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even withdrew their affection and efteem from this fame apof- 
tle, for whofe fake, but a little while before, they were ready 
to pluck out their own eyes, and turned againft him, only be- 
caufe he was oppoied to them in this particular. Hence his 
folemn and pungent interrogation: Am J therefore become your 
enemy, becaufe I tell you the truth ?(1) In a word, the fubjett of 
circumcifion appears to have engrofled their whole attention 
and concern; and they appear to have felt as if their whole 
falvation depended on their being circumcifed. 

Such were the difpofitions and views of the Galatians, at 
the time the apoltle declared to them, that if they were cir- 
cumcifed, Chrift fhould profit them nothing. Let us now, in 
the /econd place, confider the reafons, why their being circumcif- 
ed, with fuch difpofitions and views, would have hindered their 
being profited by Chrift. 

1. For the Galatians to have been circumcifed, with the 
difpofitions and views which they poffeffed, would have been 
for them virtually to have renounced Chritft. 

Chriit is fet forth in the gofpel as the way, the truth, and 
the life. Itis upon him and his merit alone, that we mutt 
depend for acceptance with God, and eternal falvation. If, in 
the exercife of faith unfeigned, we really rely on him, he will 
of God be made unto us wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification 
and redemption, and we fhall receive of his fulnefs forever, and 
grace for grace. But if we place dependence on any work of 
righteoufnefs which we have done, or on any fuppoted a&t of 
@bedience which we can perform; if we reckon on obtaining 
the divine favour by any fervice, any fuffering, or any crofs of 
our own; we fo tar cut ourfelves off from the benefits of 
Chrift’s redemption, and remove ourfelves from the hope of 
the gofpel. 

But the Galatians, it is evident, laid a ftrefs on circumcifion, 
which was utterly incompatible with that fole reliance on 
Chrift, which the gofpel requires. ‘They had been called into 
the grace of Chriit ; they had fet out in the fpirit; and for a 
feafon they run well, and enjoyed great comfort and peace. 
But in this grace, into which they had been called, they could 
no longer reit. Something more muft be done. They muit 
be circumcifed, and keep the law of Mofes, or they could have 
no peace. Such were their feelings and views ; and had they 
with thefe feelings and views received circumcifion, they would 
have received it with a reliance on this fuppoied aét of obedience, 
totally incompatible with a due reliance on Chrift ; and would 
fo far have renounced Chrift, as that he would have profited 


them nothing. This is agreeable to the apaitle’s enn 
@ 
(1) Chap. iy. 16. 
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of the matter. Behold, I Paul fay unto you, that if ye be circum- 
cifed, Chrift fhall profit you nothing. For I teftify again to every 
man that is circumeifed, that he is a debtor toe do the whole law. 
Chrift is become of none effed unto you, whofoever of you are juftified 
by the law. Ye are fallen from grace. 

2. For the Galatians to have been circumcifed, with the 
temper and views they poflefled, would have been incompatible 
with that charity, which is the end of the commandment, and 
the bond of perteétnefs. 

Doubtlefs they pretended, and might even fuppofe, that their 
zeal for circumcifion proceeded from fervent love to God, and 
a fincere defire to do all his commandments. It needs no 
words, however, to fhew, that the temper, which they manifeft- 
ed, was as incompatible with that pure love to God, which is 
the eflence of all true obedience, as it was with that whole re- 
liance on Chrift, which the gofpel requires. It was not with a 
holy view to the honour of Chrift and the glory of God, that 
they were fo earneft to be circumcifed ; but with an unhallow- 
ed view, whatever their pretenfions might be to the contrary, 
to their own exaltation. Without any true regard to the di- 
vine glory, they hoped in this way to advance themfelves in the 
divine favour. 

If it would have been incompatible with true love to God, 
it would not have been lefs incompatible with true charity to- 
wards men. Already, in their zeal for circumcifion, had they 
loft their affection and efteem for the apoftle, and begun to 
confider and treat him as anenemy. But, if it were thus, in 
re{pect to the apoltle, for whofe fake they had before been rea- 
dy to pluck out their own eyes; how mutt it have been in re- 
{pect to others? Doubtlefs thofe, who were in favour of cir- 
cumcifion, were all love among themfelves, But this was on- 
ly the fervour of party affection, which, in proportion as it in- 
creafed, would extinguifh, or abate, their love for all others. 
Accordingly it is intimated by the apoftle, that there were, in 
the Galatian churches, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, ftrife, 
feditions, fci/ms, envyings, and revilings ; and in reference to thefe, 
he reminds them, that al/ the law is fulfilled in one word, even in 
this, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfe/f. But if ye bite and de- 


vour one another, lays he, take heed that ye be not confumed one of 


~ another.(1) 


But had the Galatians, with thefe difpofitions and views, 
pea to be circumcifed, what would have been the effect? 
ofe, who were thus circumcifed, would, no doubt, have fep- 
arated themfelves from the reft; and, though they might cold- 
ly have acknowledged them to be Chriftians, yet would have 
refufed to hold communion with them, becaufe they were un- 
circumcifed. 


(1) Chap, v. 14—91. 
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eircumcifed. Thus grieviag and wounding their brethren, and 
treating them in a manner as heathen men and publicans, they 
would have produced a lafting fchifm in the body of Chrilft. 
But how manifeftly incompatible would this have been with 
that charity which fuffereth long and is kind, which envieth not, 18 
NOT PUFFED uP, doth-not behave itfelf unfeemly, and feeketh not 
her own.(1) How incompatible with that truly Chriftian af- 
fection, which embraces the whole family of Chrift. It was in 
reference, no doubt, to this, that the apoftle thought it import- 
ant to fay, NEITHER CIRCUMCISION AVAILETH ANY THING, 
NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, BUT FAITH WHICH WORKETH BY 
LOVE.{2) 

3. For the Galatians to have been circumcifed, with the 
temper and views which they poffefied, would have been in- 
compatible with the {pirit of true Chriftian humility and felf- 
denial. 

Extraordinary humility, no doubt, they profeffed, and a moft 
exemplary act of felf-denial they fuppofed they fhould exhibit 
in fubmitting to the painful rite of circumcifion ; and it is not 
unlikely that they accufed their brethren of a with to avoid the 
crofs, becaufe they would not confent to be circumcifed. But 
did their zeal for circumcifion arife from a truly humble and 
felf-denying fpirit ? Certainly it did not; but whatever their 
profeflions might have been, it was only the refult of pride and 
ielfifhneds. 

It is not uncommon for fpiritual pride to affume the air of 
great humility ; or for a felf-righteous fpirit to make the moft 
impofing pretenfions to tendernefs of confcience and great felf- 
denial. ‘The Galatians, willing to have fomething whereof to 
glory in themfelves, could cheerfully fubmit to the painful rite 
of circumcifion, and as eafily pretend, and even imagine, that 
in fo doing they gave evidence of extraordinary piety, As ma- 
ny, fays the apoltle, 4s many as defire to make va fair foew in the 


Sie cfh, conftrain you to be circumcifed 3 only left they fhould fuffer perfe~ 


cution for the crofs of Chriff.(3) Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatfoever a man foweth, that fhall he alfe reap. For 
be that foweth to bis Hp Joall of his flefo reap corruption: but he that 
foweth to the Spirit, fhall of bes Spl reap life everlafting.( 4) 

4. For the Gclotons to have been circumcifed, with the 
temper and views they pofleifed, would have tended greatly to 
confirm them in a dangerous delufion. 

The perfuafion, which they had, that circumcifion was fo 
plain a duty, and of fuch valt importance, and their vehement 
zeal re{pecting it, as if it would recommend them to the peculi- 
ar favour of God, and qualify them for a ftanding in his church, 
No. g. Vol. II. Uu were 


(1) 1 Cor. xiii. (2) Chap.v.6. (3) Chip. vi. 12. (4) Chap, vi.7, 3. 
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were certainly owing to a ftrong delufion. This delufion their 
being actually circumcifed would have tended ~_— to con- 
firm. For, having placed {uch an amazing tftrefs upon this 
point, and had their minds wrought up to fuch a ftate of fer- 
vour and infatuation about it ; they could hardly have failed, 
on being circumcifed, to feel great felf-complacency and {atis- 
faction ; and this felf-complacency and fatisfaction they would, 
in all probability, have miftaken for the true peace of 
God, and an infallible token of the divine approbation. This 
would at once have confirmed their delufion. They would 
have been confident, that they enjoyed divine light, and fhared 
in the divine favour, beyond what any had a right to expedt, 
while uncircumcifed ; and all attempts to undeceive them would 
have been unavailing. To any arguments which might after- 
wards have been uied to convince them of their error, they 
would have been prepared to give this thort and decifive reply : 
‘It is vain to urge any thing on the fubjedt, for we have the 
witnefs m ourlelves that we are right.’ 

But if for the Galatians, with the temper and views they 
poflefied, to have been circumcifed, would have been a virtual 
renunciation of Chrilt; would have been incompatible with 
holy love and with the {pirit of true humility and felf-denial ; 
and would have tended to confirm them in a dangerous delu- 
fion ; then we need not wonder that the infpired apoftle, in the 
emphatical and folemn manner, which he aflumed, de- 
clared to them, that if they were circumcifed, Chrift fhould 
profit them nothing. 

From the view now taken of this fubjeé& the following de- 
ductions are made. 

1. The greateft aflurance, and the moft ardent zeal, re- 
mg any fuppofed point of religion, are no fure evidence 
nofe, on the part of whom they are fhewn, are in the 
right. Who could be more zealous and who more confident 
ot being in the right, than the Galatians appear to have been ? 
Their zeal and aflurance were fo high, that they could endure 





-to hear nothing in oppofition to their views; and the apoftle 


evidently appears to have flood in doubt, whether the argu- 
ments, which he ufed, backed as they were with the whole 
weig]-t of his apottolical ¢haraéter and authority, would be of 
any avail to convince them of their error. But, with all 
their zeal and aflurance, the Galatians were certainly in the 
wrong. 
The man, indeed, who is grounded in the truth will manifeft 
a confidence and ftability, not eafily to be fhaken. But this 
man, confident and ftable as he may be, is by no means likely 
to manifeft that fiery zeal, and that infatuated aflurance, which 
were 








were fhewn on the part of the Galatians. The’ confidence « f 
truth has the mild and modeft afpeé of virtue ; but the affur- 
ance of error more commonly aflumes the fhrewd and infolent 
countenance and deportmént of vice. Truth is candid, and will 
bear to be reafoned with; but error is dogmatical and impa- 
‘tient of argument. 

2. To place an undue ftrefs on any point of religion, 
whether do&trinal or practical, is always attended with danger. 
Circumcilion, indeed, was not a duty incumbent on the Gala- 
tians, and in fuppofing that. it was, they were certainly in an 
error, But it was not in this that their great danger luy. 
For had circumcifion even been required of them, as it an- 
ciently was of the Jews, there would have been'the fame danger 
in their placing fuch a difproportionate ftrefs upon it. In pro- 
portion as we place an undue ftrefs on any particular point, 
or points, we fhall be criminally wanting in our regard for 
others, of equal, perhaps, or even greater importance. This 
was the fault of the Galatian$: So great was the ftrefs, which 
they placed on circumcifion, that by them Chrift and the more 
effential things of the gofpel were removed into the back 
Niner: as matters of minor importance. ‘This was, alfo, the 

ault of the Pharifees. They placed fo much ttrefs on certain 
moral duties and ceremonial obfervances, that they pafled over 
the weightier matters of the law, judgment and mercy, faith 
and the love of God. Is it not the fault of fome at the pre- 
fent day ? 

It is of high importance in religion that every thing be al- 
lowed to remain in its proper place, and be treated with proper 
attention and refpeét. To lay the whole or main ftrefs of re- 
ligion on any fingle point, and efpecially if it be a point of 
comparatively {mall importance, is equally dangerous arid 
criminal. It is difhonouring to God, and impoverilhing to 
the foul. It is infatuating to the mind, nourifhing to a proud 
and felf-righteous fpirit, and deltru@ive of eharity. It engen- 
ders hatred, emulation and ftrife; and leads to diflentions, 
{chifms, and every evil work. 

A zeal for lefs effential points of religion, which over- 
looks, or difregards thofe of greater importance, is not a zeal 
according to knowledge. _ It is not the hallowed flame of pure 
difinterefted love, but the baleful wild-fire of felfifhnefs -and 
pride. Such was the zeal of the Galatians. Interit on cit- 
cumcifion, it diverted their attention from the weightier con- 
cerns of religion ; led them to a high conceit of t emfelves, 
and alow efteem of others; and was produdtive of thé moft un- 
happy and pernicious effects. 

Finally. 1n application of this fubjeét, the réader will be 
faithful to himfelf, and folemnly inquire, whether he a? not 
place, 
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place, as did the Galatians, an undue. ftrefs on fome particular 
point, or points; and be not, like them, unduly zealous for 
things of {maller importance, to the negleét of thofe of great- 
er. Chriftians are in danger upon this ground. For although, 
if Chriftians indeed, they will not be finally feparated from 
Chrift, yet they may grievoufly wander. For a feafon, the 
light which is in them may be darknefs, and their fuppofed 
religious joys may be no better than the felfifh and delufive 
joys of hypocrites and fanatics. In all probability, the Gala- 
tians, many of them at leaft, who were in the ftate now con- 
templated, were real Chriftians. How folemn then is the 
warning to every one, who thinketh he ftandeth, to take heed 
left he fall. Sinners are alfo in danger upon this ground. 
For placing the whole ftrefs of religion upon morality, upon 
doctrinal orthodoxy, upon the obfervance of religious inftitu- 


' tions, or upon any thing elfe, fhort of holy love, repentance, 


faith, and new obedience, they may truft in that, whatever it 


be, to their eternal deftruction. 
SILVANUS. 








LONDON CHRONICLE. 


Sir, , 
THE following moft excellent letter was wrote in the reign 6 
Queen Elizabeth, by the gallant and renowned Earl of Effex, to bis 
ym friend the Earl of Southampton. It is in very few hands, but 
5 t0 be infcribed in letters of gold. The author's flation in life 
may enforce the Subject, and his arguments reach the heart, when others 
fall fort of it. ~~ Yours, A. Z, 







My Lorp, 


S neither cuftom nor inclination ever made me a man 
is A of compliment, fo now I fhall have lefs will than ever 
to ufe fuch ceremonies, when I have left with Martha to be 


folicitus corca multa, and believe with Mary unun /ufficit. 


But it is no compliment or ceremony, but a real and neceflary 


duty, that one friend oweth to another in abfence, and efpecially 


when in man’s réafon many accidents may keep them long 
divided, or perhaps prevent their ever meeting till they meet in 
another world, for then fhall I think that my friend, whofe 
honour, whofe perfon, and whofe fortune is dear unto me, fhall 


pro{per 






ot 
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profper and be happy wee’ he goes, and whatever he takes 
in hand, when he is in the favour of that God under whofe pro- 
teétion there is only fafety, and in whofe fervice there is only true 
happinefs to be found. What I think of your natural gifts or 
ability in this age or in this ftate, to give glory to Gop, and to 
win honour to yourfelf, if you employ the talents you have 
received to their beft ufe, I will not tell you. It fufficeth that 
when | was fartheft of all times from diflembling, 1 ipake truly, 
and have witnefs enough. | 

But thefe things only I will put your lordfhip in mind of, 

1, That you have nothing that you have not received. 

2. That you poffefs them not as lord over them, but as an 
accountant for them. 

3. If you employ them to ferve this world, or your own 
worldly delights, which the prince of this world will feek to en- 
tertain you with, it is ingratitude, it is injultice, yea, it is perti- 
dious treachery. For what wogld you think of fuch a fervant 
of yours, that fhould convert your goods, committed to his 
charge, to the advantage or fervice of your greateft enemy ? 
and what do you lefs than this with God, fince you have all 
from him, and know that the world, and prince thereof, are ata 
continual enmity with him! And therefore if ever the admoni- 
tion of your trueft friend fhall be heard by you, or if your 
country which you may ferve in fo great and many things be 
dear unto you ; if your Ged, whom you mutt (if you deal tru- 
ly with yourfelf) acknowledge to be powerful over all, and 
juft in all, be feared by you; yea,if you be dear unto yourlelf, 
and prefer an everlafting happinefs before a pleafant dream, 
which you mutt fhortly awake out of, and then repent in the 
bitternefs of your foul; if any of thefe things be regarded by 
you, then, I fay, call yourfelf to an account for what is patt ; 
cancel all the leagues you have made without the warrant of a 
religious confcience make a refolute covenant with your God, 
to ferve him with all your natural and {piritual, inward and 
outward gifts and abilities, and then he that is faithful, and can- 
not lie, hath promifed to honour them that honour him. He will 
give you that inward peace of foul and true joy of heart, which, 
till you have, you fhall never reft, and which, when you have, 
you fhall never be fhaken, and which you can never attain to 
any other way than this that I have fhewed you. I know your 
lordfhip may fay to yourfelf, and object to me, this is but a va~ 

our of melancholy, and the ftyle of a prifoner ; and that I was. 
farenough from it, when I lived in the world as you do now, 
and may be fo again, when my fetters be taken from me. [| 
anfwer, though your lordthip fhould think fo, yet cannot I dif- 
truft the goodnefs of my God that his mercy will fail me, or hig 
“ grace 
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ce forfake me. I have fo deeply engaged myfelf, that I 
fhould be one of the molt miferable apoftates that ever was. I 
have fo avowed my profeffion, and called fo many from time 
to time to witnefs it, and to be watchmen over me, that I fhould 
be the greateft hypocrite that ever was born. But though I fhould 
perifh in my own fn, and draw upon myfelf my own damnation, 
fhould not you take hold of the grace and mercy in Gop which 
is offered unto you, and make your profit of my fearful and 
wretched example ? I was longer a flave and fervant to the 
world, and corruptions of it, than you have been, and therefore 
could hardly be drawn from it. I had many calls, and anfwer- 
ed fome of them flow/y, thinking a foft pace faft enough to 
come to Chrift, and myfelf forward enough, when I faw the end 
of my journey, though I arrived ‘hot at it; and therefore, I 
have been, by God’s providence, violently pulled, baled, and 
dragged to the marriage fealt, as the world hath feen. It was 
jaft with God to afflict me in this world, that he might give me 
joy in another. I had too much knowledge when | performed 
too little obedience, and was therefore to be beaten with double 
firipes. God grant your lordthip may feel the comfort I now 
enjoy in my unfeigned converfation ; but that you never feel 
the torments I have fuffered for my too long delaying it. I 
had none but divines to call upon me, to whom I faid, if my 
‘ambition could have entered into their narrow hearts, they 
would not have been fo humble; or if my delights had been 
tafted by them, they could not have been fo frecife. But your 
lordfhip hath one to call upon you that knows what it is you now 
enjoy, and what the greateft fruit and end is of all the content- 
ments that this world can afford. 

Think therefore, dear Earl, that I have ftaked and buoyed 
all the ways of pleafure to you, and left them as fea-marks for 
you to keep the channel of religious virtue, for if you fhut your 
eyes never fo long, they muft be open at laft; and then you 
mutt fay with me, there is no peace to the wicked! 

I will make a covenant with my foul, not to fuffer my eyes 
‘to fleep in the night, nor my thoughts to attend the firft bufinefs 
of the day, till I have prayed to my God, that your lordfhip 
may believe and make profit of this plain, but faithful admoni- 
tion; and then I know your country and friends fhall be hap 
ym you, and yourfelf fuccefsful in all you take in hand, which 
fhiall be an unfpeakable comfort to 

Your lordfhip’s coufin, : 
and true friend, ESSEX. 
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ad RIGHT CONDUCT IN FAMILIES ENFORCED. 
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A DISCOURSE ON PSALM CI. 2. 


I will walk within my houfe with a perfe2 heart. 


JHE excellent Mr. Philip Henry ufed often to fay, ‘that 
we are really what_we are relatively.”” Our characters are 

to be denominated by our condutt in the relations of life. It is 
not fo much what we are at church, as what we are in our 
own houfes. Here the power of religious principles is to be 
difplayed, and the fruits of righteoufnefs are to be brought 
forth. The occafions for exerting the public virtues feldom 
occur; but the dwelling of a man affords a fphere for the 
continual exercife.of the private ones. The former being more 
open and expoifed may attract more notice and gain applaufe ; 
but the latter are conitant fources of felicity and means of da 
ufefuineis. Others may be fhowy, but thefe are as folid, am 
more clofely conneéted with the chief ends and true enjoyments 
of life. Imthis view the behaviour of David appears wife and 
exemplary, who in this pfalm lays down a plan for the govern- 
ment of his family, and rules by which to regulate his @wn de- 
portment in it. / will walk within my houfe with a perfel heart. 
The refolutions afford a good and inftructive pattern for every 
head of a family. In this light I would confider the words, 
and take occafion from them to point out thofe important du- 
ties, which demand our attention in domettic life. Firft, It 
becometh the head of a family to exercife a mild but a fteady 
authority. In every community a power of prefiding over 
and directing the whole muit be lodged in fome hands. Sub- 
miffion to the rational and equitable exertion of it, by thofe 
who are invelted with it, is abfolutely neceifary to peace and 
harmony, to the eafy and fuccefsful management of its con- 
cerns. In families God hath given to parents power over 
their children. Servants are alfo by agreement, as well as 
duty, fixed in a ftate of fubjection to matters. This fubordina- 






‘tion in a houfehold cannot be broken without introducing con- 


fufion and reflecting difgrace. But unhappily it fometimes 
happens, that through too early an indulgence or eafinels of 
temper on one fide, and an unbecoming haughtinefs and felf- 
will on the other; there are continual contefts for fuperiority, 
daily bickerings and perpetual oppofition to each other’s will. 
An evil to be no otherwife remedied than by their refuming the 
} reins 
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reins of domeftic government, to whom by God they are en- 
truited. ‘his is neceffary to reftore and preferve the peace 
and felicity of a dwelling, as well as to recover their own di gni- 
ty and influence. But where authority is properly exerted, it 
will be conducted by wifdom,and tempered with love & affection, 
fo as fweetly to conttrain, inftead of fternly enforcing, obe- 
dience. He who would rule well his own houfe, mutt rule it 
both with equity and tendernefs. All his commands fhould have 
the appearance of kind and falutary regulations for the prof- 
perity and felicity of his domeltics ; all his dire@ion’s fhould be 
us it were counfels of wifdom; and all his prohibitions fhould be 
like the remonitrances of friendfhip. Authority may be pre- 
ferved without fternneifs, and ought never to degenerate into 
tyranny. ‘he parent and the friend muft never be loft in the 
character of the malter, the hufband, or the father. In the 
prefent age, indeed, the difcipline of moft families is too much 
relaxed. Parents, whom years fhould teach gravity and the 
decorum of life, cherith in young and pliant minds the love of 
dreis and {how above their rank, and introduce their children 
imtOthe ditlipating icenes of pleafure and amufements, which 
© much in vogue. The cheertulnefs of youthful years, it 
§ true, ihould be preferved, and the gaiety of their minds grat- 
ified by innocent diverfions. Let then our own company be 
made agreeable to them, the means of their improvement and 












delight. Let their amufements be contrived at home, where 
they be purfued without feeding vanity and envy, without 
captivating their minds by pomp and glitter of life, without 


producing an averfion to domeitic fcenes.. What meafures 
foever wuidom and prudence may fuggeit to effe& its purpofes, 
let “a kind authority exert itfelf to curb headttrong paffions, 
to check violent inclinations, to reftrain from dangerous plea- 
fures ;_and to prevent the too eager purfuit of thofe that are 
in a degree allowable.” or what end are the heads of fami- 
lies inveited with power ? For what purpofe is a {phere of in- 
fluence atligned to them by Providence, but that they may ef- 
tablilh a diicipline, that fhall promote order and peacé, and 
exercile a rule that fhall affift the weaknefs of judgment and 
control the itrength of inclination in others? The apoftle 
plainly intimates, what were his fentiments on this head, when 


he directs that a Chriftian bifhop mutt be one who ruleth his 


own houfe well, having his children in fubjection with gravity ; 
and that deacons mutt be fuch as rule their children and their 
own houfes well. This duty is enforced in an affecting man- 
ner, in the fad example of Eli, by the afflictions which embit- 
tered his Jaft days, and thofe awful judgments which purfued 
him and his family: For I have told him, faith the Lord, that 
I will judge his houfe forever, for the iniquity which he 7,” 
etn, 
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eth, béecaufe his fons made themfelves vile and he reftrained 
them not. 1 Samuel iii. 13. He contented himfelf with giv- 
ing cold reproofs, where he ought to have animadverted with 
vigour, and retrained with fteadinefs. Seconp.y, the head of 
a family fhould exclude from it allperfons of a vicious char- 
acter and temper. ‘This is a part of domeftic government, 
which the example of the Pfalmift particularly recommends. 
A froward heart fball depart from me. Whofo privily flandereth his 
neighbour, him will I cut off. Him that hath a high look and a proud 
Beart, will I not fufer. He that worketh deceit /hall not dwell with- 
in my houfe. He that telleth lies Soall not tarry in my Sight. UV. 4, 
5,7. While he thus refolves to difmifs from his court all 
perfons of mifchievous and treacherous hearts, he alfo deter- 
mines. to admit into it none but perfons of fteady integrity 
and unblameable deportment. Mine eyes /hall be upon the faith- 
ful of the land, that they may dwell with me. He that walketh in a 
perfe® way, he fball ferve me.v.6. This conduct of David was 
founded on principles of wifdom, as well as of piety. The 
high look and the proud heart are very unfriendly to that pra¢tice 
of obedience towards the head, or that exercife of mutual con- 
defcenfion between the members of a family, from which domef- 
tic harmony and felicity refult. Ina treacherous and unfteady 
perfon no confidence can be repofed. ‘The liar will deceive ; 
and the flanderer, by inftilling falfe infinuations againft others, 
will cherifh fufpicions and foment difcord. ‘The mifehief which 
perfons of fuch a malignant temper occafion, ipreads farther 
than the circle of one family ; they create enmities between 
neighbours, and fet friends at variance. In this view they are 
dangerous parts of any community. But efpecially where 
there are children and young minds, too great caution cannot 
be ufed to exclude perfons of a malevolent and vicious com- 
plexion from our dwellings. « The contagion of their manners 
is more to be feared than that of any infectious difeafe.. No 
ingenuity, fkill or induftry in the fervices of their ftations can 
amane for the evil principles and maxims they may convey into 
credulous and pliant minds of children and youth. 






fubftance : but thefe evils deferve not to be mentioned with the 
danger, to which domeftie: intercourfe with wicked ‘perfons ex- 
pofes our offspring, with whom apprentices and fervants are 
frequently companions and confidants. Nay, the intimate 
connexion which generally fubfifts between children and the 
inferior members of a family, as well as our own fecurity and 
eafe, points out the importance of admitting into that rank on- 
ly perfons of known fidelity and virtue. At leaft, we fhould 


fuffer none to dwell in our family, who will not comply with | 


the orders of it, preferve external decency, pratife truth and 
No. g. Vol. I1, Ww fobriety, 
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fobriety, and attend on the religious duties of the houfe. . He 
mutt be very indifferent to the caufe of virtue who can difpenfe 
with thefe requirements, and that fervant is unworthy of our 
confidence to whom they are irkfome. Tuirpty, Another 
important duty is to lead our domeftics to the knowledge and 
practice of religion. ‘I more admire Cornelius, the centu- 
tion,” fays one, “ for that fhort -fketch of his cHaraer in the 
Aéts of the Apoftles, viz. that he was a devout man, and one that 
feared Gov with all his houfe ; than if he had been reprefented as 
the moft victorious general, that had enlarged the bounds of — 
the Roman empire; for we learn from it this ufeful leffon : 
that the influence of a pious example, like the precious oint- 
ment from Aaron’s head, defcends downward from the head of 
the family, diffufes itfelf over the main body, till it reach the 
very fkirts, the loweft members of it.” It likewife ftands up- 
on record, as a lafting monument of the real piety of Jofhua, 
and as one of the diftinguifhing excellencies of character, that 
he was not only himfelf determined for the fervice of God, 
but refolved to employ his influence and authority to attach 
his houfehold to true religion. 4s for me and my houfe, we will 
ferve the Lord. Where a principle of piety is fixed in the mind, 
where the motives drawn from the glory of God, the impor- 
tance of religion, and our obligations to advance the falvation 
of others are felt, many arguments will not be neceflary to en- 
gage us in this ferious concern. Would we lay the foundation 
rm, and lead our domeftics not only to the external fervices of 
religion, but into a juft regard for its important principles, we 
muft inftrué them in the knowledge of God and of Jefus 
Chrift. The opening minds of children neceflarily require in- 
formation! Often thofe of maturer years, through the difad- 
vantages of their education, or the complexion of the families 
in which they have lived, are amazingly ignorant of the firft 
principles of the oracles of God. But when there is no oc- 
cafion to lay the foundation, that the knowledge already re- 
ceived may be revived, and a conviction and a fenfe of relig- 
ious truths be kept alive, it will be always neceflary to 
them in gaining a more clear and extenfive acquaintance 
them. Free converfation upon the fubjects of religion is an 
eafy way to convey ufeful knowledge and fix ferious impref- 
fions. The ufe of plain, judicious catechifms, though it has 
been fo unhappily exploded by fome, to the great decay of 
Chriftian knowledge, feems the moft fuitable method to fix in 
the mind, a clear, regular, and connected view of religion. 
Befides Bibles, they fhould be alfo furnifhed with pious treati- 
fes fuitable to their improvement and fituation. The great 
point to be obferved in religious inftruction feems to be, to back 
them by the moft obvious and important principles, which 
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are immediately connected with our comfort and praétice. To 
inftruétion in religious principles fhould be joined, the a@ual 
exercife of thofe principles in the habitual and ferious worthip 
of Gop with our houfehold. ‘ Family prayer is as much a 
duty in this fmaller {phere of action, as public worfhip is a na- 
tional concern.” ‘ 

The negle& of this duty is a melancholy indication of the 
decay of piety among us, and where it is not maintained the 
inftruction of a family is alfo generally neglected! Our joint 
relation to the Parent of the world dictates our united homage 
to him ; the common bleffings we receive, and the mercies we 
need, demand the united fupplications and praifes of the whole 
houfe, and it muft be with a very ill grace they complain of 
the difobedience of fervants to them, who let them fee by their 
whole behaviour that they are regardlefs of their great and 
common Matter, their Mafter which is in heaven. Another 
method of rendering our habitations nurferies of piety is, the 


religious obfervance of the Lord’s day: feparating it irom the | 


bufinefs and amufements of life, devoting part of it to the pub- 
lic fervices of religion,'and giving the reft of it, which the nec- 
eflary occafions of life leave unoccupied, to retirement, or to 
the ufeful exercifes of reading in the family. This is the way 
of {pending the day which the defign of it points out condu- 
cive to domeftic order and affection, and ferviceable to the 
caufe of Chriftian knowledge and practice. But if our fer- 
vants ‘be permitted to make that day a feafon of pleafure, and 
are allowed it for felf-enjoyment, rambling and company, they 
will be corrupted by their affociates, their minds will be un- 
hinged and diffipated, hurtful difpofitions will be cherifhed, an 
averfion from labour, love of drefs and expenig, and an impa- 
tience of control will be produced ; a fenfe of every thing {fe- 
rious and virtuous will be loft, and the fear of God call off. 
A. wife mafter of a family will guard againft the introduction 
and {pread of thefe evils ; a religious one will not, by indulgence 
and connivance, make himfelf a partaker in the fins of others, 
Nor contribute to a general corruption of manners. And to 
ufe the words of a valuable writer, “I will venture to fay, 
that a fervant who looks upon it asa grievance to be kept from 
rambling on the Sabbath and to be employed for a reafonable 
time in reading and prayer, is utterly deftitute of religion, and 
has not the fear of God before his or her eyes.”” The removal] 
of fuch a fervant muft be a benefit to a family. But the main 
thing included in the refolution of the Pfalmift, the chief me 
of every houfeholder is, Fourruty, To be a pattern of all 
virtue and goodnefs. J will behave myfelf wifely. J will walk 
before my houfe in a perfe way. ‘This is the means of preferving 
a confiftency in our charatters, of giving energy to our in- 
fiructions, and weight to our comimands ; this will furnifh i. 
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ble proofs of the influence and utility of devotion: this will 
fweetly attemper the reftraints of authority, and clothe religion 
in ap amiable and venerable drefs. . This is the moft effectual 
way to ferve the cauie of piety and virtue, It as giving to 
our domeitics a fenlible experience of the excellence of good- 
nefs, while they fee it exerted in daily aés of virtue, and teel it 
beaming forth upom themfelves in {miles of affeétion and kind- 
neis. ‘l‘hus,it may be hoped they will be difpofed to imitate 
the models which are continually before their eyes. 








REFLECTIONS ON SEVERAL SUBJECTS. 
BY SOAME JENYNS, ESQ. : 
Publifhed at the end of his Mifcellanies. 


LL foolith people are wife enough to be foon tired of their 

own company ; and therefore, impatient of folitude, per- 
petually impofe it upon their unfortunate acquaintance. Thofe 
who are extremely civil, are feldom fociable; becaufe they re- 
ceive more trouble than entertainment from company. ‘That 


- men ufually grow more covetous as they grow older, does not 


fo much proceed from the increafe of their affection for wealth, 
as from the decreafe of their inclinations for any thing befide. 
Their regard for money continues the fame, but they meet 
with fewer temptations to part with it. Their love of pleafures 
is leflened by fatiety, their ambition by difappointments, their 
pr osigeity by experience, and their generofity by ingratitude. 

very year, as we grow older, appears fhorter than the preced- 
ing ; and the reajfon of it is this ; all our ideas of time muft_be 
derived from that portion of it in which we have already exift- 
ed; and that muit be the ftandard by which we meafure it. 
As this ftandard extends itfelf by our living longer, fo every 
period muft appear. fhorter in proportion to it ; thus, when we 
have lived ten years, one year is the tenth part of the duration 
of our whole exiftence; but when we have lived eighty, it is 
then but the eightieth part of the fame term. Honour is but a 
fictious kind of honefty ; a mean, but a neceflary, fubftitute for 
it in focieties who have none: it is a fort of paper credit, with 
which men are obliged to trade, who are deficient in the fter- 
ling cath of true morality and religion, Women are certainly 
not at allinferior to men in refolution, and perhaps much lefs in 
courage than. is commonly imagined: the reafon they appear 
fo is becaufé women affe@ to be more afraid than they really 
are, and men pretend to be lefs. Men’s opinions much oftener 
proceed from. their actions, than. their actions from their opin- 
ions ; , they act firlt, and then with great facility reconcile their 
principles 
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principles to their conduct: for which reafon we find many, 
‘whom no advantage can induce to do any thing which appears 
to them wrong; but of that many, very few who can ever be 
convinced that amy thing is wrong, from whence either plea- 
fure or profit accrues to themfelves. Were all men honelt, 
the world would go on much more happily than it does at 
> prefent ; but were all men wife, it would not go on at all: fo 
greatly preferable is honefty to underftanding. As a man of 
§ fenfe can eafily outwit a fool, becaufe his defigns are incon- 
ceivable to his adverfary’s underftanding; fo a fool will be 
fometimes too cunning for a wife man, for the very fame rea- 
fon; that is, becawfe he will conceive {chemes which could: 
never enter into a wifer head than his own. Counter plotting 
an abfurd fellow as like fighting a left handed fencer; you re- 
ceive a wound, becaufe it comes ina direction from whence 
you had no reafon to expect it, and he gains a victory merely 
by his awkwardnefs. Much fpirit and little fenfe are the worit 
ingredients of which a human creature can be compofed. He 
who has much fpirit and much underftanding will probably 
make a great and illuftrious charatter ; he who has a little {pir- 
it and little fenfe, may prove an honett, ufeful, and happy man; 
but he who is fo unfortunate as to have a great deal of {pirit 
and af{mall fhare of underftanding, mult ever be mifchievous to 
others, and miferable in himfelf. Contempt among mankind, 
like action and re-action in folid bodies, is always reciprocal and 
equal ;* whoever defpifes his company, may be aflured that he 
is not lefs defpifed by them; a wife man is juft as much de- 
{pifed amongit fools, as a fool amongft wife men. Our refent- 
ments and attachments are €ommoOnly the principal obftacles 
which retard us in our progrefs to wealth and greatneis; he who 
can totally exonerate himfelf in thefe two grand impediments, 
the remembrance of paft injuries and gratitude for paft bene- 
factions, can hardly fail of travelling through the dirty roads of 
bufinefs and ambition with great alacrity and fuccefs. Thole 
who live idly on hereditary fortunes, are apt to look with much 
envy on the wealth and affluence enjoyed by men in profeflions, 
and with no lefs indignation on the unjuit means by which in 
molt profeflions they are acquired: but they ought to confider, 
that to thele very means, unjuft as they are, they themfelves are 
indebted for the fecurity of their own lives, liberties, and ef- 
tates ; for fuch is the nature of mankind, that if, in their gene- 
ral ftruggle for wealth and power, they cannot fucceed by art, 

ty will infallibly make ufe of force ; that is, if they are not in- 
dulged in fome ingenious, learned, and legal methods of polite- 
ly preying on each other, they will quickly have recourfe to 
fire and {fword. He who will not be cheated a little, will be 
abufed a great deal, and by that means fuffer no lefs in his for- 
tune than in his reputation: our firft leflon, therefore, in the 
art 
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art of economy, fhould ever be to learn how to permit ourfelves 
to be properly impofed on, in due-proportion to our fituation 
and. circumftances. No two qualities in the human mind are 
more effentially different, though often confounded, than pride 
and vanity. The proud man entertains the highelt opinion of 
himfelf ; the vain man ftrives only to infufe fuch an opinion 
into the minds of others: the proud man thinks admiration 
his due; the vain man is fatisfied if he can but obtain it: pride 
by ftatelinefs demands refpe& ; ‘vanity by little artifices folicits 
applaufe: pride, therefore, makes men difagreeable, and van- 
ity ridiculous. Whoever appears to have a great deal of cun- 
ning, muft, in reality, have but very little; for if he had much, 
he would have enough to congeal it. The vice of imgratitude 
cannot be fo frequent as it is ufually reprefented, becaufe the 
inflances of real and difinterefted obligations, from whence 
alone it can proceed, are very rare. Applaufe is more fre- 
quently acquired by profufenefs, than by charity; that is, by 
fuffering ourfelves to be impofed on, than by beftowing our 
money on proper objects ; becaufe thofe who overreach us look 
upon their acquifitions as the juft reward of their own fupe- 
rior abilities, and are therefore not unwilling to publifh them ; 
whereas thofe who receive our donations fee] the weight of ob- 
ligations, always implying an inferiority, which men little care 
to remember, and lefs to talk of. Painters of human nature, like 
thofe of human faces, are of two forts: the one gives us beautiful 
pictures, but without the leaft refemblance of thofe who fit 
for them; the others draw ftrong likenefles, but, for ~ the 
moft part, fomething uglier than the originals. Whoever would 
deceive the multitude, let him not defpair of perfuading them 
to believe any thing in the world except truth. Advice is fel- 
dom well received, well intended, or produétive of any good: It 
is feldom well received, becaufe it implies a fuperiority of judg- 
ment in the giver; and it is feldom intended for any other end 
than to fhame. It is feldom of any fervice to the giver, becaufe 
it more frequently makes him an enemy than a friend ; and as 
feldom to the reciever, becaufe, if he is not wife enough to aé& 
properly without it, he will fcarcely be wife enough to diftin- 
guifh that which is good. He who will not change his princi- 
F in a little time, under a neceflity to change 

his party. Liberty isa fine-founding word ; but moft of thofe 
who ufe it, mean nothing more by it than a liberty to opprefs 
others, themfelves uncontrolled by any fuperior authority. . As 
property always produces power, fo power is always convertible 
mto property: therefore it is demonttrable, that the corruption 
of parliaments muft ever increafe with the increafe of their own 
power, and can be leffened only by the diminution of their own 
importance; how abfurd therefore are thofe, who labour at the 
fame time to increafe liberty, and to deltroy corruption ; that 
. is, 
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js, who endeavour to give the people more power to carry to 
market, and at the fame time to hinder them from felling it! 
the chief bufinefs of government is like that of a nurfe, to hin- 
der thofe who are its care from doing mifchief to themfelves ; 
of which they are in perpetual purfuit, and perpetually angry 
with thofe who endeavour to prevent them. We need not trav- 
el far over the world to acquire a fufficient knowledge of human 
nature and human government : by fagacity and obfervation it 
may be éafily learned within the narrow limits of a fingle parifh, 
the meaneft veftry being a@tuated by the fame principles, and 
managed by the fame arts, as the molt holy fynod, or the moft 
auguilt fenate: the conduct of the drama is nearly the fame, the 
difference lies only in the addrefs and dignity of the actors. 
There is, undoubtedly, great difference in the wifdom and hon- 
efty of particular men, but very little in thofe of large numbers 
in the fame fituation and circumftances ; as individual grains of 
corn may differ much in fize and weight, but two bufhels taken 
out of the fame heap will certainly be nearly fimilar. 





OBITUARY. 

SEP. 1793, died Wm. Turton, aged 22. He was a young 
Gentleman of the moft pleafing temper, and amiable manners. 
His trials had been great and fevere from a flattering world, 
and its difappointments. Befides, he died almoft literally a 
fkeleton, after a confumptive illnefs of almoft twelve months. 
Yet notwithftanding thefe very trying circumftances, his friends 
never difcovered in him a peevifh, or difcontented fpirit. In 
Nov. daft, as appears from his papers, he entered into a folemn 
covenant with God in private, and foon after joined the diffent- 
ing church at —in Chriftian fellowfhip. To the laft moment of 
his life he was uniformly refigned to the divine will, and after 
giving many ftriking evidences, during his laft illnefs, of his ar- 
dent love to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to the fouls of men, he 
expired to breathe that immortal life, after which he fo ardent- 
ly panted. 

For a confiderable time before his death he formed a refolu- 
tion to {peak to his relatives and friends in the moft ferious and 
folemn manner. And one day in particular he fent for fome of 
his acquaintance to fpeak to them of death, a merciful God, 
and Jefus the Saviour of loft finners, which he continued to do 
to old and young fo long as he was able to fpeak. When an in- 
timate friend vilited him, a few days before his death, a fhort 
converfation took place refpecting old Simeon taking Jefus in 
his arms, and faying, Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in 
peace, Jc. And when the queftion was put, how is your experi- 
énce in this view? Though his feeble voice failed him, yet his 
joyful countenance declared the feelings of his heart, more con- 
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vincingly than volumes could have exprefled. At acertain time 
his father coming into his room, and feeing him worfe than u- 
fual, faid, poor creature! He replied, if you mean poor in flefh, 
father, I certainly am. But in Chrift I am rich. Iam in my. 
felf a poor creature, all my filnefs is of God, through Chrift, 
This, father, is what we muft all come to, a dying bed. And 
then, what is all the world without Chrift? Oh, the dear, 
dear Saviour! through him, and in him is all my hope. What 
fhould I do now without a Saviour? But through him I have 
hope, and joy unfpeakable. Oh! love not the world, it can do 
nothing for you. But love the Lord Jefus. O {weet Saviour, I 
hope I fhall foon be with thee. Lhave not one with to live, only 
in God’s time to be taken to heaven, to be forever with him. 
But is time is my time. I have {weet glimpfes of glory. O my 
good God, how merciful he is to me! I truft God will provide 
or you, my dear mother, and fupport you, as long as he fhall 
fee fit to preferve your life. But you will not probably live 
long. Be concerned to be in daily preparation.—I feel I am 
going. O my. God, have mercy upon me, and pardon me, a 
miferable finner. O Saviour divine, with thy gracious influence 
ftrengthen my faith, increafe my love. May the good Spirit 
uide and fupport me in ¢his trying hour! OI have finned, but 
hrift has died. All my righteoufnefs is in him alone. O 
dear Saviour, ’tis thee I love, with thee I long to be. His 
mother faid, my love, take courage, | truft you will foon drink 
of the pure river of water that flows from the throne of God, and 
the Lamb. O yes, faid he, lifting up his hands, there are living 
ftreams ; I hope I {hall! Thus lived, and thus died that 
amiable young man. May all thofe dear youth, who may read 
the above, be fuitably imprefled with the folemn fcene. 
——— - >. Ge 


POETRY. 


*TIS but a moment bounds our lateft breath : 
A fpan hath well defcrib’d the narrow fpace ; 
O! be it thine that read’ft, to think of death, 
Be it thy pray’r to know the Saviour’s grace. 
For foon th’ archangel’s trump fhall rend the air : 
The dead fhall hear—and hearing, all fhall rife ; 
All that have died, fhall in that fummons fhare, 
And ftand before the dread tribunal of the fkies. 
But, O! how different then their hopes and fears! 
Defcription cannot paint the awful day ! 
For fome will rife-to pain of endlefs years, 
Darknefs and wo, without one cheering ray. 
But, rifing faints! lift up your joyful eyes, 
~ See! earth departs where once thefe temples ftood ! 
You fhall be bleft, and mount the eternal fkies, 
_ To dwell within the heav’nly temple of your God. £. Mag. 











